Background
Young women with advanced breast cancer are likely to experience vulnerabilities that differ from those experienced by older women, particularly in terms of the psychological and emotional burdens of living with an advanced disease. In addition, the physical and functional challenges that accompany this disease and its treatment can further exacerbate emotional burdens. Often, these young women are living with, and enduring, a disease that is likely to claim their lives prematurely and unexpectedly.
Breast cancer is one of the most common cancers in women younger than age 40 years (National Cancer Institute, 2018) . Excluding accidental deaths, breast cancer is the leading cause of death for women aged 20-39 years, and studies indicate that additional research with this population is needed across all aspects of the cancer continuum (DeRouen et al., Data were collected through one or more semistructured interviews over a six-month period.
Analysis was conducted using NVivo, version 11.
FINDINGS:
The participants' multidimensional experiences were described by the overarching theme of wearing the mask of wellness in the presence of life-threatening illness. 
IMPLICATIONS FOR NURSING:

